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Important Information for All York Academy Parents 
 
We hope your family enjoyed the summer! Please note that the first day of school for grades 1-12 is 
Monday, August 15, 2022. Kindergarten students will begin on Tuesday, August 16, 2022. We’re 
excited to see everyone and welcome some new Knights into the York Academy family! 
 
Attendance 
It is extremely important for students to attend school on time, every day. Research shows that 
students who miss more school than their peers consistently score lower on standardized tests, a 
result that holds true at every age, in every demographic group, and in every state and city tested.   
 
Should your child need to be absent from school due to an illness, please provide appropriate 
documentation to the receptionist or on our website (under the Parents tab across the top banner). 
Absences not supported by appropriate documentation will be recorded as unexcused. Please know 
that students may not be removed from school during the school day except in cases of family 
emergency or medical/dental appointments. Parents/guardians must also provide appropriate 
documentation for early dismissal.   

 
Parents as Partners 
Our goal at York Academy is to be a partner school that explicitly and implicitly welcomes all of our 
families to share in and define the success of their students. We are working to improve our 
awareness and understanding of the following ideals: 
 

● Diversity: We seek to engage parents from all of the cultural, racial, and social identities 
represented at our school.   

● Inclusiveness: Inclusive family engagement means all families’ perspectives are valued. As 
an inclusive school, we must have intentional and ongoing engagement with our diverse family 
communities. 

● Equity: In our school settings, this means viewing all families as equal partners in the work of 
educating children, and seeing all as having expertise on their children. 

One step toward building our partnership is for parents to join the York Academy Parent Teacher 
Organization (PTO). You can gain more information about our PTO by emailing pto@yorkarcs.org.  
 
Cafeteria 
During the pandemic, the United States Department of Agriculture along with the Pennsylvania 
Department of Education issued a nationwide waiver that approved free meals for all students in K-12 
schools to account for unprecedented circumstances. This waiver has been in place since the early 
onset of the pandemic in 2020 and expired on June 30, 2022. Please note that all school meals will 
return to free, reduced, or full priced for the 2022-23 school year.    
 
If your child was Directly Certified through the state or if you were approved for free/reduced meals 
through a household application during the 2021-22 school year, these benefits will carry over 30  

http://www.yorkacademy.com/
mailto:pto@yorkarcs.org
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days into next school year. If your child was not eligible for free or reduced meals during the 2021-22 
school year, or if you never applied, they will be classified as full pay starting the first day of school 
August 15, 2022.  
 
As we approach the new school year, you will be getting information on a new website that will make 
the application process much easier. If you prefer to apply with Compass in the meantime, click here.  

 
Free/Reduced meal applications not only assist with the cost of our delicious and nutritious meals, it 
also helps fund our great programs here at York Academy that support your students. Thank you for 
your assistance! 
 
The prices for breakfast and lunch are as follows: 
 

Student Lunch  $2.75 
Reduced Lunch $.40 
Breakfast  $1.70 
Reduced Breakfast No Charge 
 

Breakfast is available for Lower School and Upper School Students from 7:30 - 7:55 a.m. Please note 
that breakfast will NOT be available on the first day of school. 
 
Student Dress Code 
A standardized dress code fosters attitude toward learning. We strive to create an atmosphere of 
equality by removing the name brands and status symbols that are subtle, yet often distinguishing, 
signs of social standing. Required attire varies depending upon grade level and is described in detail 
on our website. All students must arrive at school in dress code and remain in dress code while on 
school property. 
 
Student Code of Conduct 
It is the expectation of York Academy that all students come to school ready to learn and that they 
conduct themselves in a manner that supports teaching and learning. A copy of the Student Code of 
Conduct will be distributed by email at the beginning of the school year and is also available on our 
website. The Student Code of Conduct provides the expectations that guide student conduct, while 
also providing a variety of consequences available to help students change their behavior. As a 
school focused on academic excellence, it is essential that all students behave in a manner 
that allows teachers to teach and students to learn.   
 
As an IB World School, students are expected to demonstrate the attributes of the Learner Profile.   
To assist Lower School students to fully understand the importance of appropriate student conduct, 
the entire Lower School will continue to utilize the Positive Behavior Intervention and Support 
Program using the PRO acronym: 
 

• Principled: We are responsible, tell the truth, and are fair.  We share, work, and play well with 
others. 

• Respectful:  We treat everyone fairly. 
• Open-Minded: We listen to other people and respect their ideas. 

 
The Upper School continues to build on student understanding of the Learner Profile by reminding 
students to UKnight: 
 

• Understanding - I am Open Minded. I listen to other people and respect their ideas and beliefs. 
• Knowledgeable - I learn about many things and remember what I have learned. I use what I 

know to solve problems. 

https://www.compass.state.pa.us/compass.web/Public/CMPHome
https://www.yorkacademy.com/parent_resources/dress_code
https://www.yorkacademy.com/parent_resources/dress_code
http://www.ibo.org/
https://www.ibo.org/globalassets/new-structure/digital-toolkit/pdfs/learner-profile-2017-en.pdf
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• Noble - I am principled. I tell the truth and I am fair. I work well with others and I do what is 
right. 

• Inquirer - I am curious and enjoy learning. I try to learn and discover new things. 
• Growth - I am a risk taker. I have confidence to try new things. I stand up for what I believe in. 
• Helper - I care about people, plants, animals, and the Earth. 
• Thinker - I think carefully and I show initiative. I make good decisions and solve problems. 

 
We want to ensure that once our students leave York Academy and head out into the world, that we 
have set them up to be positive, contributing members of our world.   
 
Arrival 

● Students MUST be in their seats ready for class by 8:00 a.m. each day.  
o Students who arrive after 8:00 a.m. must be signed in by an adult at the front desk.   

● The buildings open for students at 7:30 a.m. To ensure the safety of all students, parents/ 
guardians are not permitted to walk students to classrooms.   

● In addition, please understand that bus schedules do not operate smoothly during the first few 
weeks of school. We ask for your patience and understanding concerning the transportation 
schedule. Thank you! 

 
Dismissal 

Although the school day ends at 3:30 p.m. the dismissal process begins at 3:20 p.m. to assure 
that students riding busses home are prepared to board their bus. 

 
We all want our children to grow up to be rule following, law abiding citizens so let’s model 
that behavior by following the parking and driving procedures set in and around the school, 
even when we are late or in a hurry! 
 
Supplies 
Click here to view the supply lists for each grade on our website.  
 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Lower School Information (Kindergarten - Grade 6) 
 
Arrival: 

All students arriving by car are to be dropped off from the carpool lane that runs from North Cherry 
Lane through the staff lot behind the Lower School; 7:30 - 8:00 a.m. only.  Please know that 
dropping your child off anywhere other than the carpool lane is dangerous and puts your child’s 
life at risk. Safety above all else!  
 
Parents wishing to park to assist a student to the Beaver Street playground door may park in the 
gravel lot on the west side of Beaver Street. This is the ONLY parking available for parents and it 
is only for short-term parking when it is available.  
 

Dismissal: 
To pick up your child after school, please park in the gravel lot to the west of Beaver Street and 
walk across the street to the Beaver Street entrance. Parents are not permitted to park in the 
Warehaus Architectural parking lot. This lot is reserved for the clients of the Kinsley 
organization. 
● Students in kindergarten through grade 3 will be dismissed at the playground on Beaver 

Street.  
● Students in grades 4, 5 and 6 will be dismissed through the courtyard on West North Street. 
● All students departing by car are to be picked up by an authorized adult at their dismissal 

location. 

http://www.yorkacademy.com/
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● Adults must park in the gravel lot across from the playground on Beaver Street or use other 
public parking. Parking is not allowed in any school, business, or private parking lots. 
 

Important Notes for Kindergarten Parents:  
● We invite you and your child to meet the teacher and visit the classroom on August 15, 2022.  

To ensure that our teachers have the opportunity to speak to students and parents in  
small groups, kindergarten visits must be scheduled in advance. Additional information will 
be sent via email regarding scheduling this visit. 

● Name tags will be provided for kindergarten students. Please be sure your child is wearing a 
name tag each day during the first week of school.   

● Please plan to send a healthy snack with your child each day. Donations of classroom 
reserves such as animal crackers and pretzels are welcomed. You may discuss snack options 
with your child’s teacher. 

● Other requested school materials lists may be viewed here.  
 
 
Important Information for Upper School Parents (Grades 7 - 12) 
Arrival: 

● All students enter through Door #12. 
● Parents wishing to park to assist a student into the school may park at Small’s Field. This is 

the ONLY parking available for parents.   
● All students arriving by car are to be dropped off in the drop off area on Hamilton Avenue near 

the front door. Please note that drivers may not leave their vehicle and students may not be 
dropped off from the bus stop area.     
 

Dismissal: 
All students departing by car are to be picked up on Hamilton Avenue near the front door. Please 
note that drivers may not leave their vehicle, and students may not be picked up from the bus stop 
area. 
 

School Supplies: 
You should have already received your schedule for the upcoming school year. As you review your 
schedule, think about the variety of supplies you may need for your classes. A list of suggested 
items is listed below: 

● 3 Ring Binder  ● Composition notebooks  ● Pocket folders and dividers  
● Pencils  ● Pens (blue and black)  ● Headphones or earbuds  
● Cap erasers  ● Expo markers  ● York Academy T-shirt for PE class 
● USB Drive  ● Colored Pencils  ● Markers  
● Index cards ● All 9th - 12th grade students must have a graphic calculator (Model TI-84 

Silver, TI-84 Plus, TI-83 Plus Silver or TI-83 Plus) 
 

Technology: 
All students attending the Upper School will be provided with a Chromebook that will remain in their 
possession throughout the school year. This Chromebook can be taken home with the student to 
assist them in completion of class work. While there may be opportunities to plug in the 
Chromebook at school, there will be limited opportunities to charge devices. Please make sure 
your Chromebook is charged daily and ready to be used in the classroom.  

 
To ensure the Chromebook is covered for damages, the York Academy requires each family to pay 
a technology usage fee of $30.00. This fee can be paid utilizing a My School Bucks account. More 
information regarding the Technology Agreement and fee will be provided in a separate 
correspondence. 

 
Thank you for choosing the York Academy. It’s going to be a fantastic year! 

http://www.yorkacademy.com/
https://york-academy-uniform-store-2022-summer-2.itemorder.com/shop/category/252327/

